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The demand to create Uttarakhand—unlike many other statehood demands was not primarily based on an
imagination of a sub-national ethno-linguistic identity—was an outcome of a critical discourse on development
spearheaded by civil society. The political movement for the statehood, 1994-2000, was seen as a logical
culmination of a series of social movements, going back to the early decades of the last century, in substantive
public discussion in the civil society and the news media about the ideas and ideals complemented grassroots
mobilization. One of the key ideal that served as links in the chain of a series of social movements—including
the political movement for statehood—was that the struggle was sustainable development and local autonomy in
the management of “jal, jungle and zameen.” Since the formation of the State construction of dams, roads,
tunnels, etc. has been the main driving force of the State’s GDP. In this paper, I first show how during the first
decade of statehood, policy making in Dehradun has been antithetical to the very ideas and ideals of the social
movements that led to creation of Uttarakhand. Following which I offer a framework which government, civil
society and the news media are the three legs on which stands the stool of policy making. I suggest that the
failure of policy making in the new state, in the context of the ideas and ideals of the social movements that
brought the state into being, has been of a triumph of the discourse of hegemonic articulation of
developmentalism that has dominated policy making and the news media. The civil society left with no other
option, but to return to grassroots mobilization.
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